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much as such Audiences are only asked at particular moments, and they are not in themselves very burthensome nor difficult to deal with. It is only for the Sovereign to say that he is convinced of the good motives which have actuated the step, and that consideration will be given to the matter and arguments which have been stated.
Lord Melbourne has one vague recollection of a correspondence upon this subject between Lord Holland and some King, but does not remember the circumstances with any accuracy.
Duncannon1 persuaded Brougham to give up. asking an A.udience upon condition of Lord Melbourne's promising to place his letters in your Majesty's hands, which he did.2 Lord Charlemont3 also was prevented in some manner or another, which Lord Melbourne forgets.
Upon the whole, Lord Melbourne thinks that it is best to concede this privilege of the Peerage, whether it actually exists or not, but to restrain'it within due and reasonable bounds, which in ordinary times it is not difficult to do. Extraordinary times must be dealt with as they can be. . . .
Lady A------is, as your Majesty says, good-natured.    She
talks three or four times as much as she ought, and like many such women often says exactly the things she ought not to say.
Lady B------has ten times the sense of her mother, and a little
residue of her folly.
Sir Robert Peel to Queen Victoria,
.               Wi October 1841.
Sir Robert Peel, with his "humble duty to your Majesty, begs leave to inform your Majesty that in consequence of the opinion which your Majesty was graciously pleased to express when Sir Robert Peel last had the honour of waiting upon your Majesty, with respect to the superior qualifications of Lord Ellenborough for the important trust of Governor-General of India, Sir Robert Peel saw his Lordship yesterday, and enquired whether he would permit Sir Robert Peel to propose his appointment to your Majesty.
Lord Ellenborough was very much gratified by the proposal, admitted at once that it was very difficult to find an unexcep-
1  Ex-First Commissioner of Land Eevenue.
2  See ante, pp. 203 and 335-6.
3  Francis William, fifth Viscount Charlemont (1775-1863), created a Peer of the United Kingdom in 1837.